
Community Workshop 2
Taller Comunitario 2

August 23, 2014



Agenda

• Introductions

• Project Overview and Update

• Workshop #1 Summary

• (3) Conceptual Designs -Master Plan

• Group Participation and Input

• Closing Remarks



• Purpose: EMJ Recreation Area Master Plan

• Community Awareness

• Park Use Opportunities

• Active Involvement

PROJECT OVERVIEW AND UPDATE



Existing Site Conditions



EMJ Master Plan Timeframe

Spring 2014 Baseline Conditions Studies & Site Analysis

Summer 2014 Present (3) MP Conceptual Designs

Fall 2014 Present MP Conceptual Design

Winter 2014-15 Prepare Environmental Impact Report (EIR)

Spring 2015 Final Master Plan & EIR

Summer 2015 Public Hearing & Approval

Key Dates 

JUNE 14

AUGUST 23

OCTOBER 4

TBD



• Approximately 50 people in attendance

• Presentation of the project background

• Best things about the EMJ park

• Ideas for improvement to EMJ park

• Group discussion and interaction

Workshop #1 Summary



GROUP EXERCISE - INPUT



What do you like most about
Magic Johnson Park?

• Lakes and wildlife

• Walking paths

• Large spaces

• Trees

• Parking

Best things about the park (summary)



Ideas for improving the park (summary)

• Basketball courts

• Children’s playground 
equipment

• Community complex (groups 
proposed a community center, 
athletic complex, 
multipurpose center, and a 
center for the arts 

• Dog park (separate off-leash 
area for dogs)

• Exercise equipment 

• Improved park entrance and 
more access points to park

• More restrooms

• Lakes with clean water 

• More parking

• More picnic areas

• More shade/shelters

• Pool (groups proposed both 
indoor and outdoor)

• Soccer field improvements

• Walking trail

• Skate park

• Bike trail 



• Signage

• Staffing

• Consistent cleanliness (cleanup of 
messes left by ducks, people picking up 
after their dogs, more trashcans)

• Lighting throughout park (participants 
specifically mentioned a need in the 
northeast area)

Other Improvements (summary)



CONCEPTUAL DESIGNS



PROJECT GOALS

• Community

• Connection

• Culture

• Identity

• Recreation

•Sustainability

• Wellness



PARK TOUR

• Olympiapark, Munich, Germany

• Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, London, UK

• Gardens By The Bay, Singapore

• Millennium Park, Chicago, USA

• Crissy Fields, San Francisco, USA

• Hipico del Bosque, Cuernevaca, Mexico



OLYMPIAPARK, MUNICH



OLYMPIAPARK, MUNICH



QUEEN ELIZABETH PARK, LONDON



QUEEN ELIZABETH PARK, LONDON



QUEEN ELIZABETH PARK, LONDON



GARDENS BY THE BAY, SINGAPORE



GARDENS BY THE BAY, SINGAPORE



GARDENS BY THE BAY, SINGAPORE



MILLENNIUM PARK, CHICAGO



CRISSY FIELDS, SAN FRANCISCO



CRISSY FIELDS, SAN FRANCISCO



CRISSY FIELDS, SAN FRANCISCO



HIPICO DEL BOSQUE, CUERNAVACA, MEXICO



HIPICO DEL BOSQUE, CUERNAVACA, MEXICO



HIPICO DEL BOSQUE, CUERNAVACA, MEXICO



THREE CONCEPTS



1. “THE BIG LAKE”

Regional Sports Park + Recreational Lake



2. “WILLOWBROOK CULTURAL GARDENS”

Cultural Amenities & Community Heart



3. “CALIFORNIA LANDSCAPE EXPERIENCE”

Sustainability + Health & Wellness



1. “THE BIG LAKE”



CONCEPT 1 – THE BIG LAKE – CONCEPTUAL DIAGRAM



CONCEPT 1 – THE BIG LAKE– CONCEPTUAL PLAN

Athletic Complex Multi-Use Fields

Community Center

Children’s Play

Water Fun

Lakeside 
Promenade

Amphitheater



CONCEPT 1 – THE BIG LAKE – LANDSCAPE PLAN

Athletic Complex Multi-Use Fields

Community Center

Children’s Play

Water Fun

Lakeside 
Promenade

Amphitheater



CONCEPT 1 – THE BIG LAKE

TODAY



CONCEPT 1 – THE BIG LAKE

PROPOSED



CONCEPT 1 – THE BIG LAKE

PROPOSED



CONCEPT 1 – THE BIG LAKE

TODAY



CONCEPT 1 – THE BIG LAKE

PROPOSED



CONCEPT 1 – THE BIG LAKE

Athletic Complex
Multi-Use Fields



CONCEPT 1 – THE BIG LAKE

Children’s Play

Water Fun

Lakeside 
Promenade



CONCEPT 1 – THE BIG LAKE

Lakeside Seating



CONCEPT 1 – THE BIG LAKE

Athletic Complex

Community Center



CONCEPT 1 – THE BIG LAKE

TODAY



CONCEPT 1 – THE BIG LAKE

PROPOSED



2. “WILLOWBROOK CULTURAL GARDENS”



CONCEPT 2 – WILLOWBROOK CULTURAL GARDEN – CONCEPTUAL DIAGRAM



CONCEPT 2 – WILLOWBROOK CULTURAL GARDEN – CONCEPTUAL PLAN

Multi-Use Fields

Community Center

Children’s Play

“The Willow Brook”
Amphitheater



CONCEPT 2 – WILLOWBROOK CULTURAL GARDEN – LANDSCAPE PLAN

Multi-Use Fields

Community Center

Rose Garden

“The Willow Brook”

Amphitheater

Children’s Play

Lakefront Plaza

Wedding Pavilion



CONCEPT 2 – WILLOWBROOK CULTURAL GARDEN 

TODAY



CONCEPT 2 – WILLOWBROOK CULTURAL GARDEN 

PROPOSED



CONCEPT 2 – WILLOWBROOK CULTURAL GARDEN 

TODAY



CONCEPT 2 – WILLOWBROOK CULTURAL GARDEN - PARK ENTRANCE

PROPOSED



CONCEPT 2 – WILLOWBROOK CULTURAL GARDEN 

TODAY



CONCEPT 2 – WILLOWBROOK CULTURAL GARDEN 

PROPOSED



CONCEPT 2 – WILLOWBROOK CULTURAL GARDEN 

Outdoor Movie Screening

Amphitheater

“The Willow Brook”

Orchard Garden

Children’s Play Area

Rose Garden



CONCEPT 2 – WILLOWBROOK CULTURAL GARDEN 

Lakefront Plaza

Wedding Pavilion



CONCEPT 2 – WILLOWBROOK CULTURAL GARDEN 

Rose Garden

Children’s Play

“The Willow Brook”



3. “CALIFORNIA LANDSCAPE EXPERIENCE”



CONCEPT 3 – CALIFORNIA LANDSCAPE EXPERIENCE – CONCEPTUAL DIAGRAM



CONCEPT 3 – CALIFORNIA LANDSCAPE EXPERIENCE – CONCEPTUAL PLAN

Nature Center

Multi-Use Fields

Natural Lake

Community Center

Amphitheater

Children’s Play



CONCEPT 3 – CALIFORNIA LANDSCAPE EXPERIENCE – LANDSCAPE PLAN

Nature Center

Multi-Use Fields

Natural Lake

Community Center

Amphitheater

Children’s Play

Equestrian Center



CONCEPT 3 – CALIFORNIA LANDSCAPE EXPERIENCE

TODAY



CONCEPT 3 – CALIFORNIA LANDSCAPE EXPERIENCE

PROPOSED



CONCEPT 3 – CALIFORNIA LANDSCAPE EXPERIENCE

PROPOSED



CONCEPT 3 – CALIFORNIA LANDSCAPE EXPERIENCE

TODAY



CONCEPT 3 – CALIFORNIA LANDSCAPE EXPERIENCE

PROPOSED



CONCEPT 3 – CALIFORNIA LANDSCAPE EXPERIENCE

Nature Center Nature Walks

Native Plantings

Natural Lake



CONCEPT 3 – CALIFORNIA LANDSCAPE EXPERIENCE



CONCEPT 3 – CALIFORNIA LANDSCAPE EXPERIENCE



CONCEPT 3 – CALIFORNIA LANDSCAPE EXPERIENCE



THREE CONCEPTS



GROUP PARTICIPATION & INPUT 



CLOSING REMARKS 



Next Workshop

October 4 MASTER PLAN CONCEPTUAL DESIGN

Location:  Athens Park Gymnasium

Time:  10 am – Noon



More information contact:

Joan Rupert
Section Head, Planning & Environmental Department
LA County Department of Parks and Recreation
Email:   jrupert@parks.lacounty.gov

Phone: (213) 351-5126

WE REALLY APPRECIATE YOUR INVOLVEMENT!

mailto:jrupert@parks.lacounty.gov

